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＋ HE declaration of. the 8981 bel. 
on their annunciation of the comigg 
Chriſt and, of the introduction of the 
goſpel-day, was, ©* Glory to God in the 
** higheſt, and on earth peace, goodwill 
4% towards men, and all, who come to 
live under the pure government of Chriſt, 
and are made real members of his church, 
are led by his Spirit to breathe the fame 
language. 
The love of God i is 1 to mankind | 
univerſally ; for, as the apoſtle Paul de- 
clares, God will have all men to be 
« ſaved and to come unto the knowled 
« of the truth,” and Peter fays, * God is 
<« no reſpecter of perſons: but in every na- 
« tion, + that feareth him, and worketh 
& righteouſneſs, is woot 04g with him.” 
Under a firm perſuaſion of this univer- 
fality of - the love of God, and an en- 
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IJ? 28 for the increaſe of the. 


faving knowledge of the truth on earth, 
wherein I am in degree enabled to wiſh 
for your welfare and ſalvation, I ſub- 
mit! 10 Four® ſerious and unprejudiced 
peruſal, the following pages on the im- 

rtant ſubject of the true and efficacious 


baptiſm of Chriſt ; fincerely-defiring, (that 
In your, conſideration thereof, ye may di- 
veſt yourſelyes of all opinions and preju- 


dices received by education and from the 


inſtruction of men, and in Humility” and 
N of heart breathe to the Lord to | 


ive you a-right underſtanding. For verily, 


x patience, ye will in due time witneſs an 
unction from the Holy One, and your under- 
ſtandings will be opened to ſee clearly in 

the divine law, and then ye will not 


e need that any man teach you; but as the 


. ſame anointing teacheth you of all 855 
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Chriſt; in his liſeourſe or preaching to 
* Jews, who came to be baptized of him, 
clearly points out the nature and end of the 
true Chriſtian baptiſm, | wherewith the be- 
lievers in Chriſt were to be baptized, in 
theſe words, I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance; but he that 
«cometh after me, (that is Chriſt) is 
„% mightier than I, whoſe ſhoes am not 
<© worthy to bear: he ſhall-baptize you with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with fire. Whoſe 
« fan is in his hand, and he will through 
Aly purge his floor, and gather his wy 


Matt. in. 17, 13. Lake 43; 16, 17% 
| ** into 


1 2 1 


into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
In like manner alſo Chriſt himſelf, after 


his ſuffering, when he commanded his diſ- 


ciples and choſen apoſtles not to depart 
from Jeruſalem, but to wait for the pro- 
miſe of the Father (which promiſe was, * 
that he would give them another Comfort- 
er, even the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit of Truth) 
declares, © © For John truly baptized with 
« water; but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
% Holy Ghoſt, not many days hence.” 
This the apoſtle Peter likewiſe comme- 
morates, when he relates to the brethren 
how the Holy Ghoſt fell on thoſe who 
heard him at the boiſe of Cornelius, in 
theſe words, Then remembered I the 
*;;word of the Lord, how that he ſaid, 
% John indeed haptized with water; but ye 
4c ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt.” | 
Thus the baptiſm of John is diftinguiſh- 
ed from the baptiſm of Chriſt. The bap- 
tiſm of John was with water unto repent- 
ance, but the baptiſm of Chriſt was to be 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, unto the 
purification of the heart. Moreover, the 
baptiſm of John with water was only for a 
time, even until the diſpenſation of the 
goſpel by Chriſt fully took place; but the 
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baptiſm of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt 2 00 


was to continue; for the ſame John de- 
clares, he muſt incteale; but U muſt 
« decreaſe,” 

This ſpiritual baptiſm of Chriſt is OY 
wardly witneſſed in the heart, by the in- 
comes and overſhadowing influences of the 
HFoly Ghoſt, communicated either imme - 

darely to the fincere, waiting ſoul, or in- 
ſtrumentally through the labours of his 
ſervants, called into, and qualified for, his 
work. And the mind thus baptized, and 
abiding under this baptiſm, becomes 
dually leavened into the nature of Chriſt, * 
as it is expreſſed in the language of holy 
writ, puts on Chriſt, For the floor of the _ 
heart is, in and under this baptiſm, purged 
and made clean by the fan of his power; 
and the chaff, or every thing which is ſuper- 
 ficial, unſubſtantial, and cannot abide this 
divine purgation, is burnt up and deſtroyed 
by the fite of his holy word. And thus 
the heart becomes a fit temple for the Holy 


Ghoſt {the Cotnforter promiſed to the fol- 


lowers of Chriſt, who was to abide for ever) 
to dwell in. 


There is, ſays the apoſtle· One Lord. 
< one faith, one baptiſm,” Now this one 


-+ Ichn iü. 30. ' Epbeſ. ir. g. 
| A 2 baptiſm 


5 1 4 1 „ 
Hg baptiſm is that of Chriſt, and. the baptiſm 
4 _ of: Chriſt is with the Holy Ghoſt, as is be- 
28 fore ſhewn from the concurrent voice or 
Al teſtimony of John the Baptiſt, Chriſt him- 
1 ſelf, and his apoſtle Peter, and is that 
© - baptiſm of which the ſame apoſtle Peter in 
4 another place | ſays, ſpeaking. — the ark f 
4 Noah, wherein few, that is eight ſouls, 
# were ſaved by water. The antitype, 
. F whereof, even baptiſm, doth alſo no, 
1 « fave us, (not the putting away of the 
Toy «. filth. of the fleſh, but the — of a 
=_ «« good conſcience - towards God) 42 00 the 
9 1 reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. i 
*91 By this baptiſm, and this only, we are 
lf truly initiated into, and made real members 
od of, Fae: char of Chriſt; 198 as the pate 
* | = # | Pet. i iti. 21. The common. tranſlation has it, 
1 <« the like fig ure, whereunto even baptiſm, &c.“ but the 
1 Greek is, 1 ' av|kFurrov vu h gar: is | | 
8  which-in Englith is as I have above given it, neither can 911 
= it be otherwiſe rendered, I think, without a manifeſt al- 
27 teration or perverſion of the ſenſe. For antitype is the 
" plain Engliſh of av717vze. Now the antitype is the 
1 reality or ſubſtance of which the type is the figure or ſha- 
we dow; and by no means the like figure with the type; or 
0 figure, as it A rendered in the common tranſlation... To. 
1 call the type a figure, and the antitype the like figure, is 
_ Gon oper nab ef def 
1 ching * and the ſhadow the ſubſtance. 135 
43 | 
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declares, by one ſpirit are we all bap- 
„ tized into one body; whether we be Jews 
* or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
fret. No the body of Chriſt is his 
people or church, as the ſame apoſtle like - 
wiſe declares, Ve are the body of Chriſt 
„ and members in particular. By this 
one ſpirity or the Holy Ghoſt, therefore, all 
are made members of the true Chriſtian 
church: and hence alſo it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that none can be made members of FA 
the body of Chriſt, or of the true Chriſtian 
church, but by the Holy Ghoſt. This is 
further confirmed by the apoſtle, Where he 
ſays, If any man have not the ſpirit of 
„ Chriſt, he is none of his: if none ef 
his, conſequently, not a member of his 
church. Therefore, if any man have not 
the ſpitit of Chriſt, he is not a membet᷑ of 
the true Chriſtian church. Now; 4 where 
the ſpirit of the Lord is; there is liberty: 
and the liberty of Chriſt is a freedom from 
the law of fin and death; a eue from 
| the bondage of corruption. 9 
This glorious work is the effect . the 
baptiſt of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt, 
which we are buried with bim into death, 
that-tho body of fin" ' might hs nga 75 
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and that we ſhould; walk in newneſs of life. 


For the apoſtle ſaith, * 80 many of us as 
<< were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were 
te baptized into his death. Therefore, we 
% gre buried with him baptiſm into 
e death: that like as Chrift was raiſed from 
te the dead by the glory of the Father, 
* even ſo we _ ſhould walk 3 in newneſs 


| 7 of life. 


Where the. fo pirit of _ ard dwells 
therefore, . is a baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and its ſaving effects witneſſed; but 
the ſpirit of the Lord dwells with every. 


member of the true Chriſtian church (for 
without it no man can be a member of it, 


vs has been already ſhewn) and therefore 
every member of the true Chriſtian church, 

muſt witneſs the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, 
— the ſaving . produced n... 
Many more paſſages might he adduced 


| from the holy * to prove the ſpi- 
rituality of "tho. Chriſtian bapti 


im; but 
thoſe I have already mentioned, ſeem at 
preſent ſufficient to ſhew, that the one only 


true and efficacious baptiſm, is by the Holy 


Ghaſt, without which no man can become 
arcal member of the true Chriſtian church. 
I now proceed to take notice of ſame ob- 


jedtions made to this doGtrine, i in a late ale 


| i | Rom, vi. 341 
One : | 7 | ſertation 
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ſertation on Baptiſen, publ 
der Pirie, {© oft 21581 


He ſays, to pour Wat bg eh ad 


to pour the ſpirit on them, are evi 


© where ſynonymous expteſſions.” This I 


can by no means admit; for to pour water, 
(that is outward or Re} upon 
men, as a mode of perfortiing®water-baps 
tiſm is one thing; but to pour the ſpirit 
upon men, as in the baptiſm of -Chri 15 
another ching 


thor may only have intevded' here (not- 


withſtanding it is not particularly ſoex- 


preſſed) that the word (Pour) is the fame, 
both when applied to Water and to the 


fpirit- (to which I habe no objection to 


make) I ſhalt ads no further comment on 
this paſlage. J Insane 3 od 

Previews to-the appeararice and tminiſtra- ho 
elidniof ohn the Baptiſt, we find in the re- 
cords of the Old Teſtament, that vartous 


modes of preparation or purifieation fot re- 
ligious fervices, were in uſe amongſt the 


Py Jews under the law of Mofes, as, wathing 


mw water, " andinting with, or Pouring 
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liſhed by Alexan- | 


effentially different. This 
is ſelf- evident; but as 1 Arend the au- 


en. XXvili. 18. Exod. 


1+) 


on of oil, and frickling with blood ; 
All theſe modes of applying liquids to 
the body, {fays. * Nen dare called by 
Pa baptiſms.“ e 008 90 
f From N herhs. ex preſſive 77 che 
application of water, oil _ blood, to the 
bodies of men, for religious purpoſes, or on 
Aa religious. account, under the Moſaic law. 
and from the blood of circumciſion, he 
| e. that, all who were admitted 
into ſacred offices in the Moſaic taber- 
| : nacle, were initiated into theſe offices by 
+, a-threefold. baptiſm by water, blood, and 
oil; and that All; the children of Iſrael 
vere admitted into the church by divers 
baptiſms, much in the ſame manner. 
From ſeveral paſſages in the New Teſta- 
ment, he alſo infers, that © * water, oil and 
| ©. blood gave teſtimony to the Son of God 
A while on earth, and that after he aſcended, + 
\ the ſame three continued to bear teſti - 
5, mony-to the truth of the goſpel. 
The principal intention 5 the fda au- 
thor, i in aſſerting that all the modes of ap- 
plying liquids to the bady, on a religious 
account, under the Moſaic diſpenſation, , 
are included by Paul in the word nermiows 
Len in ere. Engliſh — | 


VE Sized! 1 xXxiv. 6. 8. Levit. viii. 30.—16. 14. 19 
& e. * ge © e t Page 6. 
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tions is rendered: 1 appears to * ; 


that he might; prove i ſprinkling: to be one 
mode of \admidſieting baptiſm, in dppo- 
fitionrto-the Baptilis,cwho contend for dip- 

ping, or immerſio bog a ten «1 


2 How far he has. ſucceeded in that ar gu- 


ment, I ſhall leade to him and the Bap- 


tiſts to determine; only obſerving, - that if 
the word, which he renders baptiſms, were 
really intended to compriſe every mode of 


purification in: uſe under the law, aecord- 
ing to his argument, he has not produced 
one inſtance from the New Teſtament, 
neither do I find any in it, here the mode 
of uſing water, fince the coming of uud, 
was by ſprinkling 


Waving therefore * fanther.c müdes : 
tion of the diſpute betwixt him and the 


Baptiſts, about the mode of applying water, 
as a matter foreign to my preſent; purpoſe, 
let us hear more fully what the apoſtle ſays, 

in the place from whence this word is 


quoted. The firſt tabernacle, (ſays the 


apoſths). ewas a figure for the time then 


“ preſent, in which were offered both gifts 
% and ſacrifices, that could not make him 
en that did the ſervice perfect, as pertainigg 
6 to the conſcience; which ſtood only in 


„ meats and drinks, and divers waſhings,” 


its + (or 


1 
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* poſed on them until the time of refor- 
mation. But Chriſt being come an 
High Prieſt of good things to come, by 
«« a greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
t not made with hands, that is to ſay, hot 
<« of this building; neither by the blood of 
goats and calves, but by his own blood; 
et he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
* For if the blood of bulls and of goats, 
«and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the 
«unclean, ſanctifieth to the purifying of 
« the fleſh, how much more ſhall the 
% blood of Chriſt, who, through the eter- 
* nal ſpirit, offered himfelf without ſpot 
4 to God, purge your conſcience from 
« dead works to ſerve the living God?”? 
Here the apoſtle plainly declares, that the 
gifts and ſacrifices preſoribed under the law, 
were ineffeQual to make perfect him that 
did the ſervice, as pertaining to the con- 
ſcience; "* for,” (as he alſo fays) it is 
% not poſſible that the blood of bulls and 
* of goats ſhould take away fins.” And 
then he ſhews the reaſon, why the ſervice 
of the firſt, or figurative tabernacle,” was 
thus ineffectual, becauſe it ſtood, or con- 
fiſted, only in meats and drinks, and divers 


” Heb. x. 4. 


waſhings 


un! 
waſhings or baptiſms, and carnal ordinan- 


ces, which he expreſsly ſays were: impoſed 


until the time of reformation. Now if 


theſe things, wherein the typical or cere- 
monial part of the Moſaic law” conſiſted, 

were only impoſed, as he declares; until the 
time of reformation, it conſequently fol- 
lows;- that they were to ceaſe" and come to 
an end, when the reformation took place: 
*<© For there is (ſays he) „ verily a diſ- 
** annulling of the commandment” going 
4 before, the weakneſs and' unprofit- 
% ableneſs thereof. For the law made no- 


* thing perfect, but the bringing in of 4 ö 
te better hope did; by the bao we draw | 


„ nigh' unto God. p 


From hence it is clear, 5 hes Wy | 


mation, the new covenant or goſpet-diſpen- 
fation, which came by. jJeſus Chriſt, took 
_ that there was a diſannulling of the 

rſt tabernacle, and of the meats and drinks, 
and divers waſhings or baptiſms, and car- 


nal ordinances 'wherein it conſiſted; becauſe - 


of their weakneſs and infafficiency. And 
therefore the divers waſhings, or baptiſms, 
(referred to in this place by the apoſtle) in 
uſe amongſt the 'Jews, as appertaining to 


the ſervice of the firſt tabernacle, were (ac- | 


cording to his _ abrogated and diſ- 


* Heb, vii. 18, 19. | 5 
AB: | annulled, 


1 5 1 


; 8 well as the meats and * 
and other carnal ordinances preſcribed and 
uſed under the old covenant, or the diene 
ſation of the Moſaic la. 

Ihe apoſtle, having thus ſhown the: na- 
ture and inſufficiency of the firſt tabernacle, 
and the ſervices thereof, proceeds next to 


point out the nature of the new. covenant, 


or goſpel diſpenſation. Chriſt, (ſays he) 
being come an High Prieſt of good 
« things to come, hath, by his own blood, 


(not by the blood of goats and calves, the 


typical offerings preſcribed and uſed under 
the firſt covenant) entered in once into 


the holy place, and obtained eternal re- 


cc demption for us.” He then ſets forth 
its ſufficiency in this interrogatory appeal, 
4 If the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
<« the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the un- 
«. clean, ſanctifieth to the purifying of the 
« fleſh ; how much more ſhall the blood 
1 of Chriſt, who through the eternal ſpi- 
1 rit offered himſelf one. ſpot to God, 
purge your conſcience from dead works 


«* to ſerve. the living God? This he alſo | 


- declares . in the next chapter, in theſe 
words: By one offering he hath per- 
46 fected for ever. . 18 are lanQified,” . 
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I he apoſtle in this epiſtle to the He- 
brews, by thus ſhewing the inſufficiency of 
all the external rites and ordinances which 
they were commanded to obſerve under the 


Moſaic law, as ſhadows or types of good 
things to come; and by declaring the ab- 


rogation or diſannulling of them by the 


coming of Chriſt, the ſubſtance or anti- 
type, and his one effectual offering of him- 
ſelf through the eternal ſpirit, is evidentiy 
endeavouring to draw them off from the 
obſervation of all the outward ſervices of 
the law, to which they had formerly been 
accuſtomed by divine appointment, and to 
which we may reaſonably ſuppoſe they 
would be ſtrongly attached by their long 
continuance therein; and to convince them, 
that in Chriſt, the ſhadowy diſpenſation: of 
the law was accompliſhed and finiſhed, and 
that a new and better covenant was now 


ſubſtituted in the place of the firſt or for- 


mer covenant; for that now was fulfilled 
the promiſe, which the Lord made by the 
mouth of the prophet Jeremiah; ſaying, 
This ſhall be the covenant that I will 
r make with the houſe of Iſrael. After thoſe 
days, faith the Lord, I will put my lay 
e nin their inward parts, and write it in 
cc their hearts, and will be their God, and. 


o 


©. Jer XXXl, 33, 34+ Heb. viii. 10, 1 17. 
11 e they 


— 


„ „ 
28 they ſhall be my people; ; and they ſhall 
. no more every man his neighbour, 
1 and every man his brother, faying, Know 
44 the Lord: for they ſhall all know me, 
« from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt 
e of them, for I will forgive their iniqui- 
| 2 ang I win remember their: in u 
Here we plainly FI What * * * ade 
| pel diſpenſation, the Lord promiſed to put 
is law in the inward parts, and write it in 
the heart, which promiſe the apoſtle teſti- 
fies was fulfilled through the one offering 
of Chriſt, whereby he hath perfected for 
ever them that are ſanctified, whereof,” 
(fays he) 2 50g Hair Ghoſt i is a wittiels to 
„%s TJ 1429 
From hiſs dofteine; diivvied toy the 
apoſtle, we therefore are aſſured, . that the 
ceremonial law of Moſes, in which meats 
and drinks, and divers waſhings or bap- 
tiſms, and carnal ordinances, were included, 
was only a figure or type of good things to 
come, and inſufficient to make the obſer- 
vers thereof perfect, as pertaining to the 
conſcience; inaſmuch as it was impoffible 
for external performances to take away tins; 
and that it was therefore aboliſhed and diſ- 
annulled by. Chriſt, through the one offer- 


\ Hob. x. 15. 


ing 


- ordinances ; w the a 


t 0 1% 


ing of himſelf, which was the true anti · 
type and conſummation of all the typical 
offerings under the law of Moſes; and that 
now under the new covenant or goſpel diſ- 
penſation, it is the blood of Chriſt that 
purgeth the conſcience from dead works to 
ſerve the living God, whereof the Holy 
Ghoſt is a witneſs to us, even hy the an- 
ſwer of a good conſcience towards God, 
that is, by the baptiſm of Chriſt with the 

Holy Ghoſt, which the Com Pater pogo 
of doth now. ſave: us.” 

Whatever figurative or typical vis were 
made of outward water, oil and blood, un- 
der the law of Moſes, whether they were 
by waſhing, anointing, pouring or ſprink- 


ling; they were all aboliſhed or diſannulled 


by 2 nſation of the goſpel, according 
to the — x teſtimony, becauſe of their 

inſufficiency, and therefore cannot conti - 
nue to bear teſtimony to the truth of the 
goſpel, as A. Pirie has aſſerted. For the 
application of outward water, oil or blood, 


in whatever manner uſed, whether accord- ; 


ing to the practice under the Moſaic law, 
or according to the adminiſtration of John, 
are ſtill external — and carnal 
declares, 
even inn under er appointment, 
* = 1 Pet. | ili. 21. 
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who have bren thus initiated into wo 
- Chriſtian church, as it is termed, are thieves; | 


indeed: almoſt all manner of wicked and 


uh 62 


t. . 
could nos alle the W pers. 
ect, as pertaining to the conſoience, nei- 
ther can they now; for the reaſon ſtill 
remains the fame,” which reaſon is, that 
outrrard and viſible things cannot puri: 
_ fy the heart, or cleanſe it from ſin. And 
as tlie apoſtle declared, that it is not poſſible 
that the Pod of bulls and df goats, ſhould 
ins; ſo it may with equal truth 
be ſaid 551 ait is not poſſible, that the out- 
ward apMcation oil or blood, ot 
of any other matter, ſhould take away fink; | 
or-purify the hear. 
Do vs not daily td proofs:of - 
the incfficacy of theſe external performan- 
ces in thoſe: who have been baptized or 
ſprinkled with. water, by which they are 
aid to be made members of Chriſt, the 
children of God, and inheritors of ne 
kingdom of heaven P. For- many of theſe, 


drunkards, liar 8, fornicators, adulterers, and 


fane perſons, which, we are 3 
mall never inherit the kingdom of God. 
Here the ication of water is — 4 
* as ĩneffectual now, as the car nal ordinan- 
ces were under the Moſaic law. How then 
can a baptiſm, or ſprinkling with water 


he” 1 4541 n 


( 


* 


5 (being thus ineffectual) bear reſtimony” to 
| * eruth of the goſpel? - 


Ahe: 


le declares, chat « 28 4 65 


2 have been baptized into Chriſt, have put on 
«© Chriſt,” and that, * they that are Chriſt's 


«© have cruciſied the fleſh, with the affecti- 6 5 


4 ons and luſts,” 


6 


* 


In theſe, the ſpirit 


itſelf beareth witneſs with their ſpirits; EL 


<<. that they are the children of God, and if 


c 


K 


children, then heirs; heirs of God and 
1 joint heirs with Chriſt. 


Here the ſpi- 


rit beareth teſtimony to the truth of the 


goſpel, and its teſtimony is true; but what 


18 the teſtimony that the outward water in 


ſoriakling or - waſhing 
bear teſtimony that the drunkards, liars, 


beareth ? Doth it 5 


fornicators, adulterers, and other wicked 
and profane perſons are members of Chriſt, 
the children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven, becauſe they have been 
ſprinkled or: waſhed with it ? "Moſt Cer- 
tainly it cannot, for ſuch teſtimony is falſe; _ 
and contrary to the truth of the goſpel: 
Hence I muſt conclude, that a ſprinkling, 
or waſhing with water, is ineffectual to 
. a member of Chriſt, and therefore 
neither doth nor can bear OY to . 
urn of the goſpel. ? 


0 ; Gal. lit. - 27. 


YES. 66S 24 


4 Gal. v. 24. 
| $03 
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n Rom. vii : 485 17. 
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The three materials, (that is to ſay, 
water, oil and blood): * uſed in baptiſms, or 
£ religious initiations into the ſervice of Je- 
—_— .. *:hovah,” (A. Pirie allows) were all ſym- 
wy , 5 bolical of the ſeveral influences of the 
HFoly Spirit.” Outward baptiſms then he 
acknowledges to be ſymbols or ſigns; and 
the baptiſm with the Holy Spirit, producing 
analogous effects in the heart, the reality or 
thing ſignified. The one implying an im- 
perfect diſpenſation, which pointed unto 
things that were to come, as was the 
— hogs of the law ; the other implying 
a perfect diſpenſation, as is the diſpenſation - 
of the goſpel; wherein the good things be- 
fore pointed unto, are in reality come and 
; eſtabliſhed. E 
Nov this perfect diſpenſation or the dif. 
penſation of the goſpel is come, wherein the 
good things before pointed unto, and ſpoken 
of, are witneſſed and known; for- the 
2 law” (fays John) © was given by Mofes, 
" #2but' grace and truth came by Jeſus 
<. Chriſt.” And in this goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion, the pelle teſtifies, the grace of 
„ God, that bringeth ſalvation, hath ap- 
<< peared to all men; teaching us, that de- 
é nying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we 
40 Hhould _y e be and god 
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Pa. ly ;6 this preſent world; e for that 
bDieſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
* Chriſt; who gave himſelf for us, that he 
* might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
% purify. unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
<©-/zealous of good works.” And again he 
ſays, after that the kindneſs and love of 
« God our Saviour towards man appeared, 
* not by works of righteouſneſs, which we 
* have done,” (then certainly not by any 
_ outward waſhing or ſprinkling with water) 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us, 
e by the waſhing of regeneration,” (an in- 
Ward purification of heart) ** and renewing 
«© of the Holy Ghoſt; which he ſhed on us 
„ abundantly, through Jeſus. Chriſt our 
« Saviour: that being juſtified by his grace, 
e we ſhould be made heirs W to 
4 the hope of eternal life. 
Ĩ) be reality or thing ſignified being now 
come, and eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, the ſymbols 
or ſigns, which in the former per diſ- 
penſation pointed unto. it, muſt therefore, 
in conſequence, vaniſh and come to an end; 
for to what purpoſe ſhall we uſe the ſym- 
bols or figns, when the realer or ing 
ſignified; is come? | 
The apoſtle declares, that by the 


4 Titus iii. 4. 7. St Gal. i Th 16, 24. ̃ ö 
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« works of the law” (which were ſymbo- 
lical or figurative) ** ſhall no fleſh be juſ- 
e tified; for if that had been the caſe, 
then Chriſt” (ſays he) is dead in 


in, | EN 

Hence, we ſee, the apoſtle concludes that 
to-continue ſymbolical or figurative works, 
which were uſed under the law, when Chriſt 
the ſubſtance or antitype is come, is to deny 
the ſaving effects of his coming; for, ſays 
he, «« Chriſt is become of no effect unto 
« you, whoſoever of you are juſtified by 
«the law; ye are fallen from grace.” And 
thereupon he exclaims againſt the Galatians, - 
_= O fooliſh Galatians ! who hath bewitch- 
« ed you, that ye ſhould not obey the truth? 
& This only would I learn of you, Received 

7 ye the ſpirit by the works of the law, or 
© by the hearing of faith? Are ye fo fool- 
« iſh? Having begun in the ſpirit, are ye 
% now made perfect by the fleſh?” And 
alſo he fully teſtifieth to the abolition of the 
works of the law, where he ſays, * before 
* faith came, we were kept under the law, 
* ſhut up unto the faith, which ſhould af- 

, terwards be revealed. Wherefore the 
* law was our ſchool-maſter to bring us 

« unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified 
« by faith. But after that faith is come, 


X Gal. v. 4. | a Gal, ili. 1. 3. a Gal. iii. 23. 27. 
. « we 
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ee we are no longer under a ** 
& for ye are all the children of God by 

te faith in, Chriſt Jeſus, - For as many of 


© you as have been baptized. into Chriſt, . 


ce * have put on Chriſt,” , 
But A. Pirie ſays, * a viſible church of 


©, Chriſt is ſtill a figure, and a viſible church 


* muſt have viſible ordinances or ſymbols, 

or the deſerves not the name; and there» 

fore he concludes, that baptiſm with wa- 

_ © ter (ſince none more proper can be uma» 
gined) is Kill neceſſary, as a viſible ſign 
to initiate into a viſible church. 

And in order to make this the more plau- 
ſible, he has given a deſcription of the na- 
ture and conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
church. The word church (ays he) 
* ſignifies. an aſſembly, congregation, or 
* ſociety, met together in one place. It 
alſo means, all real believers in Chriſt, 

© -whether in heaven or in earth. By the 

© church of Chriſt then, two ſocieties are 
meant, one viſible on earth, the other in- 
« viſible in heaven. Of theſe churches the 
* one is appointed by their Lord, as the 
figure of the —— 81 Since then (con- 
tinues he) a viſible church of Chriſt is 
8 itil a figure, where lies the abſurdity, or or 
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© even n impropriety, of appointing figurative 
8 - ordinances in a figurative church?” 


-I acknowledge that the word charch fig- 
E a ſeparate aſſembly, congregation, or 


ſociety of people, called out of the world, 
or the ways and ſpirit of the world, to wor- 


ſhip and ſerve God; and united together in 


one common profeſſion, i in which ſenſe it is 


frequently uſed by the apoſtles. Thus we 
read of the churches of Aſia, the churches 


of Galatia, the churches of Macedonia, and 


others. I alſo acknowledge that the word 


church is uſed in a more general or collec- 
tive ſenſe, to ſignify all the faithful and 


elect of God, of what nation ſoever, from 


the beginning to the end of the world, 


whereof Jeſus Chriſt is the head. The 


latter is the univerſal church, of which the 


former, which are only particular rote N 


are parts or members. But that theſe 
ticular churches were only figures of the 
univerſal church, I no where find recorded 


In the ſacred writings; neither can T admit 
the diſtinction which this author makes, to 


be either ſcriptural or according to truth. 


It is evident, that he makes the diſtinc- 


tion of the church into viſible and inviſible, 


figurative and real, on purpoſe to obviate 


the objections which are made againſt the 


uſe of outward water in religion ; which was 
a figure of the ſpirit, when the ſpirit itſelf 
| | 1 
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is come, as he owns, + * it-is impoſſihle to 
give any fatisfaftory reply to theſe objec- 
tions, without attending carefully to the 
nature and conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
church. He then proceeds to make the 
diſtinction above ſtated; which is, I appre- 
hend, a diſtinction not warranted or autho- 
rized by any thing contained in the ſacred 
writings. For, when did, Chriſt appoint 
(as this author aſſerts) a viſible church 
as a figure of the inviſible? Where do the 
ſacred records bear teſtimony to any ſuch 
appointment or inſtitution? Or what pro- 
priety can there be in ſaying, that the 


church of Chriſt is a figure of the church 


of Chriſt ? The very ſuppoſition is itſelf a 


manifeſt abſurdity. - For the church f 


_ Chriſt is the church of Chriſt, that is; it is 
the reality, not a figure or repreſentation, 
He may probably reply, a viſible church 

of Chriſt is not the inviſible church of 
Chriſt, and therefore a viſible church max 
be a figure, or repreſentation of the inviſible. | 
But if we properly examine this allegationg 
I apprehend it will prove nothing to his 
purpoſe; for, a viſible church of Chriſt, is 
either a true and real church of Chriſt, or 
it is not; if it be a true and real church of 
Chriſt, it is then a reality, and not a figure 
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or repreſentation; and if it be not a true 
and real church of Chriſt, it then cannot 
be a figure or repreſentation of the true 
one, it is only a falſe and unavailing name. 
Beſides, according to the diſtinction and 
mode of argumentation adopted by this au- 
thor, Chriſt has no true and real church on 
earth; all the particular or vifible churches 
are only figures, and his only true and real 
church is inviſible. Conſequently, ac- 
cording to this doctrine, the true and real 
church of Chriſt conſiſts only of glorified 
ſpirits, which have put off this clothing of 
mortality; and no man is a real member of 
it, whilſt he remains in a ſtate of viſibility; 
for as a viſible church is only a figure of 
the inviſible, ſo the individuals of which 
this viſible church is compoſed, muſt in 
like manner be only a figure of the indivi- 
dual members of the invifible or true 
church, and not its real members them 
ſelves; but this contradicts his own defini- 
tion of the true church, which he tells us, 
as I have before quoted, means all real 
5 behevers, whether in heaven or in earth.” 
The conſequences of his argument being 
thus contradictory to the principles upon 
which it is erected, the argument itſelf be- 
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comes thereby invalid, and falls to the 
1 | ground, | 5 
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Again, he ſays, * © Chriſt has appointed 
_ © viſible churches, which are figures of the 
true, in the ſame ſenſe in which the Old 
* Teſtament church or congregation was. 
If the one aſſembles in one place to wor- 
* ſhip God according to his inſtitutions, fo 
© did the other. If the one be viſible, ſo 
* was the other. The one had hypocrites” 
in her, and ſo has the other. While the 
*. preſent ſyſtem ſtands, there will be ſome- 
thing that offends and does iniquity in 
the kingdom of Chriſt. 2 ares hid a- 
© mong the wheat.” 
According to this account, the rigble 


church appointed by Chriſt, and the Old 


Teſtament church, differ very little, except 
in name. For the Old Teſtament "chi 
prefigured the true church, and the vifible 
churches of Chriſt, according to this au- 
| thor, do the ſame thing, and in the fame 
ſenſe. Wherein then doth the Chriſtian 


church under the goſpel, exceed the Jewiſh 


church under the law ? They are neither of 
them (if this be the caſe) the reality; they x 


are both only figures or repreſentations, 
Was Jeſus then the Chriſt, who ſhould 
come, or are we yet to look for another? 


Was he the reality, wherein keys former 
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TOO were accompliſhed, or is he yet only 
a figure? 
The continuation of figures implies, that 
| the ſubſtance or antitype is not yet. come, 
or that the Chriſtian diſpenſation is imper- 
fe&: only prefiguring or pointing unto good 
things yet to come; and not adminiſtering 
or affording the good things before pro- 
miſed, and prefigured to us, in the typical or 
ſymbolical ſervices of the law; or, which 
is the fame thing, that Jeſus was not the 
promiſed Meſſiah, who ſhould come; but 
that we are yet to look for another. l 
But verily Jeſus was the real Chriſt, the - 
er of the Father, he of whom Moſes 
in the law and the prophets did write. 
* Jeſus ſaith unto the woman of Samaria at 
Jacob's well, I that ſpeak unto thee am 
c he.” The voice, that came from the 
excellent glory teſtified, © This is my Be- 
loved Son, in who I am well pleaſed, 
hear ye him.” He was approved by 
4 miracles, and wonders, and figns, which 
God did by him; therefore, ſays Peter, 
« Let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, 
* that God hath made that ſame Jeſus whom 
- * have ee, Boch Lord and Chriſt. 


4 
9 + Joi! IV, 26. t Matt. 3 iii. 17,—xvii, 5 —2 P et. i. 
Ty. Ow ii. 22. 36. Heb. il. 4. | 


. - © 1 * 5 — 
. * ne en — ? p 1 2 e 8 
4 * EIS — * _ "TO _ * 
44 - < w - * — 4 — d — 4 T - 
hes — . 444.04 S 5, —— . 4 PA 
23% „% 2 % — — 3 3 e — — 1 3 — nn, rt | 
— IT — — — LU 
* 25 * p ? a TT N " 4 * : 
8 U EN « = 7 —_ 7 * * 4 g =" "m0 1 88 — 
9 * £ [ 8 n p | 
1 x N F l 
_ 1 
* K 
N .# 


— OTE AP.» 8 
I oat 2 K 4 
N Nee 8 


Lo 3 k ry 71 
. — * 1 2 W > 
4 57 Ld IRE EE L —4 
5 — — — 4 2 — 2 
6 N 
; £ rn 8 * 
- - F 4 4 k W 
— EW ISAS 7, Ie tt A — 3 
p * p ? 4 L 4 
pI, 1 * q , 77 
. EX. } 
2 N WV * 
. 
i 
: * o 
FP 


= 3 * 7 * 
” I" 5 8 N e L 
þ . 33 aa 
8 . * Ss 
* 


0 4 2 * 8 
* 9 F 1 2 31 
* I 


ö 1 
114 
ö 
| : 
q' 


WEE | & Tn 
- | 
( 7 * 
* i 
X 
+ — 


| j 
[ ; 27- 1 


*< In him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the 
godhead bodily. And ye (faith the apoſ- 
tle to the believers) dare complete i in him, 
* who is the head of all principality and 
* power; in whom ye are circumciſed: 
e with the circumciſion made without 
. hands, in Putting off the body of the 
e ſins of the fleſh, by the circumciſion of 
«©. Chriſt: buried with him in baptiſm, 
«wherein alſo ye are riſen with him 
6; through: the faith of the operation of: 
God, who hath ' raiſed him from the 
„ dana: And you, being dead in your ſins, 
© and the uncircumciſion of the fleſh, hath 
he quickened together with him; ene 
4 forgiven you all treſpaſſes. 
He is the ſtone, which was (et. at 
4 nought of the builders, which is be- 
* come the head of the corner. Neither is 
cc there ſalvation in any other; for there is 
* none other name under heaven given 
«© among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 
And, As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent i i 
« the wilderneſs,” (which was a type) 
7 even, ſo muſt the Son of Man be lifted- 
„ up:“ (who is the antitype) “ that who 
<« ſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
© but have eternal life. For God fo loved 
the world „that he gave his only begot- 8 


* 


* Col. i Ig 8 Ze Adds iv. II, 12. „John! lll, 14. 16. 
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. ten Gas that whoſoever believeth in him, 
© ſhould not Neri but Have everlaſting 


ges life., 
+ Thus it is clearly dent, that the diſ- 
penſation of the — which came by 


which maketh the true believers therein 
complete; purifying. them from the fins 


Jeſus Chriſt, is a perfect diſpenſation, | 


of the fleſh, and quickening them from 


dead works into newneſs of life; whereby 
they witneſs ſalvation, and are made heirs 
according to the promiſe, even Heirs of cter-- 
 -aabiife. +; ©:+ 
Hereby then the promiſes are fulfilled; 
For, When the fulneſs of time was 


% come, God ſent forth his Son, made of 


„% a woman, made under the law, to re- 
* deem them that were under the law, that 
« we might. receive the adoption of ſons. 
* And becauſe” (ſays the apoſtle) ye are 
* ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 
* his Son into your hearts, crying "Abu 
Father. Being then freed from the 
law, which was ineffectual by its external 


rites and ordinances,' to make the obſervers 
pertaining to the con- 


thereof perfect, as 
ſcience, ** Ye are” (fays the apoſtle) 
„ all the children of God by faith in 


+ Chriſt Jeſus. There is neither Jew nor 
Gd. 17. 4 6. „. ii 29, 28. 29, 


\ 


86 God. 
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* Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 

e there is neither male nor female: (that 

is, there is no diſtinction nor reſpect of per- 
ſons with him, his love is univerſal) for 
*£ ye are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. And if 
«© ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's 
* ſeed, and heirs according to the pro» 
„„ 2? et eb 21 1 


The goſpel diſpenſation being therefore 


a perfect diſpenſation, in which the pro- 
miſes are fulfilled; and the true believers 
in Chriſt being thereby made the children 
of God, and heirs of ſalvation, how then 
can any church of Chriſt be called a figure 

or tepreſentation? 5 56> 9h 
- Every one that is a true Chriſtian, or has 


been baptized into Chriſt, has put on Chriſtz _ - 


and* If any man be in Chriſt,” (or a true 
Chriſtian) ** he is a new creature: old 

« things are paſt away, behold all things 
% are become new, and all things ate of 
% God.“ A number of theſe Chriſtians 
(who by faith in the name or power of 
Chriſt, are choſen or called out of the cor- 
ruptions of the world) uniting together to 
worſhip God, according to his own ap- 
pointment or inſtitution, conſtitute a parti- 
cular Chriſtian church. Now the worſhip 
appointed or inſtituted by Chriſt, was in 


d 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. 
ſpirit 
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Spirit nd! in truth! for our Lord ex preſsly | 
declared, God is a Spirit, and they that 
ae e him, muſt ee Pip him in uk 55 

% and in truth.“ 
Bunch a Chriſtian church i is a reality, 1280 
1 repreſentation. Such a Chriſtian 
church (and ſuch are all true Chriſtian 


. churches) ee God in ſpirit and in 
truth. S 


* Herein Dion appears the zxcellency of 
* true Chriſtian church above the old 
Teſtament church under the law. For in 
every true Chriſtian church, Chriſt, accord- 
ing to his gracious promiſe, is witneſſed to 
be amongſt his followers: Where two 
e or three (ſays he). © are gathered toge- 
«* ther in my name, there am I in the midſt 
% of them. 3 
Now let us attend to the rodipke whack 
* Pirie gives, for concluding that the par- 
ticular (or as he calls them, viſible) Chriſ- 
tian churches, are figures of the true, in the 
fame ſenſe in which the Old Teſtament 
church or congregation was. The one (ſays 
he) aſſembles in one place to worſhip God, 
according to his inſtitutions, ſo did the 
_ other. If the worſhip inſtituted, were in 
both the fame, or ſimilar, this might be 
_ as an argument to FR his aſſertion ; 


>. John iv. 24. Matt. xvii. 20. 8 
| : but 


! 
but the worſhip inſtituted in the Old Teſta- 
ment church, and that inſtituted in the 
Chriſtian church, are eſſentially different. 
For the worſhip of the Old Teſtament 
church was outward and figurative; but the 
worſhip of the Chriſtian church is inward 
and ſpiritual.” An argument drawn from 
| thence can therefore prove nothing. All 
that they agree in, is an aſſembling out- 
wardly together; but that aſſembling out- 
wardly together, is not the performance of 
the worſhip inſtituted or appointed, by rea- 
ſon of which they are called churches. 
Their agreement therefore in afſembling 
outwardly together, neither doth, nor can 


prove any thing reſpecting their nature, 


which ſolely ariſeth from the ani ow 
formed by them. 

The next reaſon which he cpu is, 
«the one is viſible, ſo was the other.“ 
Any argument drawn from this circum- 
ſtance, is equally as inconcluſive as the for- 
mer. 

The viſibility of an a aflembly of people 
collected together, did not conſtitute that 
aſſembly a church under the law, neither 
doth it under the goſpel.” It was, and is, 
by: reaſon of the worſhip performed by 
them, that they are called a church. And 
the nature of a church ſolely: ariſeth from 
the nature of its worſhip. The - worſhip 


2 
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performed by the Old Teſtament church, 
cConſiſted in outward gifts and offerings, and 
various carnal ordinances and obſervations, - 

and was therefore outward and viſible ; .but 
the worſhip, which is now to be performed 
by Chriſtian churches, is, (as our Lord hath 
declared) in ſpirit and in truth. Theſe 
are, as I ſaid before, eſſentially different. 
It cannot therefore be concluded, becauſe 
the members of the Old Teſtament church, 
and the members of a Chriſtian church, 


meet each viſibly together, that the nature 


of their worſhip, or that the nature of thoſe 
churches is the ſame. The nature of their 

worſhip 1s different; and therefore the na- 
ture of thoſe churches, which are formed 
by the nature of their worſhip, is different 


alſo. The worſhip of the Old Teſtament 


church was outward and ſymbolical, and 
therefore the Old Teſtament church was 
_ outward and ſymbolical alſo ; but the wor- 
ſhip of the Chriſtian church is inward and 
- ſpiritual; and therefore the Chriſtian church 
is inward and ſpiritual, or conſiſts of ſpirĩtu- 
ally minded members. 
Again he ſays, © The one had hypocrites 
in her, and ſo has the other.“ I doubt not 


but there were many hypocrites, or thoſe, ' 
who pretended to be what they were not, 
in the time of the law; and I doubt not but 
there are many of the ſame claſs now, who 
332134 g0 
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| go-under the Chriſtian kind) Wane 
- ſorry that this ſhould be the caſe, but in — 
matter under conſideration, it can prove 
nothing. Tho exiſtence of falſe pretenders 
does not invalidate or alter the nature of the 
Chriſtian religion and worſhip, nor the nature 
of the churches that exerciſe and perfotm ĩt: 
All the conclufion that e can draw from 
i is, that all are not real" err who =_ 
pretend to a /I 
After the above, he 8 0 While = 
* (the preſent ſyſtem ſtands," there will be 
* ſomething that offends, and does 1 
ein the kingdom of Chriſt.” 'T ares hi 
among the Wheat. 
According to the e lich 
Chriſt gives 'of6the parable” of the tares, 
The field“ (herein the tares grow 
among the wheat): “is the world, and not 
His kingdom. The good * ſeed: only are 
the children of the kingdom; for the 
1 tares are the children of the wicked one.“ 
I cannot therefore admit; that there is dr 
= de ſomething that offends, and does 
iniquity in the kingdom of Chriſt or of God. 
For“ The kingdom of God is righteouf- 
. neſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
© 4/Ghoſt.” And Chriſt declares, *' * Not 
every one that faith unte me, Lord, 
. Lord,“ n is, that calleth himſelf by 
[9041 7 Acne none 2m. 10-. 
| /* Matt, in 1. 1 Re 3 ie. t Matt. nt 
- W. " bis 5 my 


* 


G 

i 

S 

I 

l b 
3 

* 

* 


| my n _— * ſhalk enter into the kin 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of | 


N 34 I 


% my Father, Who is in heaven.” 
All, therefore, that is intended by this 
parable is, that though the tares or e | 


. dren of the wicked one, are not age 
the merciful forbearance of God) cut off for 
their fins, but ſuffered to remain in the 


world together with the good ſeed, or child- 


ren of the kingdom; yet in the day of re- 
tribution, a ſeparation ſhall be made betwixt 


the precious and the vile; becauſe nothing 


chat offends and does iniquity, ſhall enter 
into, or inherit the kingdom; they ſhall be 
condemned to their place of puniſhment. - 


Now I would not be underſtood to mean, 


F by what I have faid on this ſubject, that all 
_ the profeſſed members of, every true parti- 


cular Chriſtian church, are real Chriſtians, 


or ſuch as have by the Holy Spirit been _— 


tized into Chriſt, and — put on Chri 


though they all ought ſo to be. For ie 
bly in moſt, if not all particular Chriſtian 


churches, ſome are merely formal profeſſors, 
and ſtill ſtrangers to the purifying and rege- 
nerating power and virtue of the Spirit of 
Chriſt. Theſe ſtand ſelf- condemned, be- 


_ «cauſe they are not what they pretend to be; 


but the exiſtence of ſuch empty formaliſts 


doth. gt diſapprove or inyalidate the reality 
of the living members, of which that 


On — ehureh is compoſed. 
# e 


3 
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We are told, (fays A, le g « tha to 
n water of John, ſeſus added the Holy 
Ghoſt and fife. This“ (ſays he) * was 


© foretold by John the Baptiſt, „ But Ido 7 


not find that it is any, where faid in the 


holy ſcriptures, that Jeſus added the Holy 
Ghoſt and fire to the Water of John. John 


ſays, I indeed baptize you with water 


* unto repentance : but he that cometh 
after me, ſhall ba ties you with the Holy 
* Ghoſt and with And in the ſame 

manner it is alſo ex refſed by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and by the apoſtle Peter. It is not ſaid 

that Chin 

and the Holy Ghoſt, and fire, or that he 

will add the baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 

and fire, to the baptiſm with aan nor is 
any other expreſſion uſed, that in any wiſe 


hall baptize you with water 


"implies that Chriſt united, or ſhould unite, _ 


the baptiſm with water, and the baptiſm 
with the Holy Ghoſt and fire. The declara- 


ration is ſimple and plain, even that John 


baptized with water, but that Chriſt ſhall 


'baptize with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire. 
The baptiſm with ks 3 was then preſent ac- 
cording to the miniſtration of John, and the 


baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt and fire was 


to come, under the miniſtration of Chriſt, 
They were two baptiſms. 


> Page 5 1 Matt, li. 11 
e f 
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©! Fhe ,mitiiftfation. of John was prepara- 
tory, that is, to make way * prepare for 
tie miniſtration of Chriſt, and then was to 


|. Uecreale, and come to an end. For. John, 


as the Holy ſcriptures teſtify, * © he that 
dees ſpoken of by the prophet Eſaias, 

_ «"'fayirig, The voice of one crying in the 
«© wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of the 
% Lord, make hid paths ſtraight: * I am 
% not” (faid John) © the Chriſt, but am 
% ſent before him. He muſt increaſe, but 
„ muſt decreaſe.” This evidently ſigni- 
fles, that the preparatory miniſtratioh of 
John, which was by baptiſm with water, 
' {fot John was ſent to baptize with water“) 
was to decreaſe and come to an end, when 
the miniſtration of Chriſt, which was to be 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and fire, took place, 
for Which it prepat J. 
And when the Phariſees, whom the Jews 
Tent unto John to aſk him who he was, 
queried of him, „ Why baptizeſt thou, if 
* thou be not the Chriſt? Heanſwered them, 
* ay ing, I baptize with water.” That is, 
his baptiſm was outward and typical, and 
not that "baptiſm, which they were to expect 
by Chriſt. e clearly ſets forth, 
When he ſays, I am come baptizing with 
* Matt. ii. 3. 1 John iii. 28, 30. „ John i. 33. 
2 = Jo 1 5 John al, = "y 

e «© water, 


(9 1 
* water, that Chriſt ſnould be made mani- 
te feſt to Iſrael. And I knew him not: but 
< he that ſent me to baptize with water? 
the ſame ſaid unto me, 

« ſhalt ſee the Spirit. deſcending, andi re- 
* maining on bim, the ſame is he, who 
* baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt. 
The aſſertion therefore, that to the 
te water of John, Jeſus added the Holy 
« Ghoſt, and fire, is not warranted by, nor 
agreeable to, the teſtimony of John hiniſelf. 
or his teſtimony, as above ſhen, is 
and plainly this, the baptiſm of Chriſt ſhall 

be with the Holy Ghoſt and fire. Any ad- 
dition to the text cannot be admitted cinher | 
as truth or a ground. of argument. 

The apoſtles of Chrilt! (fays A. Pirie) 
<4 undoubtedly underſtood the meaning of | 
” their maſter's command, when he faid, 
go and baptize, and that they always bap - 
<< tized with water, is as evident as any fact 

5* in ſcripture: To ſpend time in proving 
this point would argue — 


whom thou 


The command, which Chriſt gave to his 


3 was ac 
tranflation, 2 Go ye therefore, and teach 
« all nations, baptizing them in the name 
e of the Father, and of the Son; and of the 
N Aol Ghoſt ; _— — * to N 


to che common 


Page 26, 27: 1 Matth, viii. 10 20 ö 
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er All things, iliafocvch} have: * 
| 2 you; ä Greek; © Ga 
ye therefore and diſciple all nations, bap- 

= tizing them into the name of the Father, 
% and of the 8on, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
et equips properly ſig nifies odiſeiple, or” 
ffciples of, A 15 A. Pirie has alſo; 


—— place, rendered it: and 4; 70.5344 


ies into the name, not in the name, 
which is is 2d bbs. Now; this is not only 
tlie literal and moſt obvious ſignification of 
the paſſage, as every candid perſon who is 
acquainted with the Greek tongue muſt ac- 
knowledge, and which A. Pirie hath in fact 


- -acknowledged; in his obſervations on the 


_ Greek prepoſitions @ and 46, in anſwer to 
M*Lean, but it is alſo moſt conſonant with 
the accounts which the ſacred records give 
sf the Chriſtian baptiſm. * As many of 
us (ſays the apoſtle) © as were baptized 
into Chriſt, were baptized into his deaths By 
Again, ff as many of you as have been bap- 
Co ized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt.” 
And, by one Spirit are we all baptized - 
into one body. Hereby it plainly appears, 
that they who were baptized with the 
Chriſtian 'baptiſen, were baptized into Chrift, 
yo his death, into his Faure | 


n u. 2 + Gal, u. 27 * x Oor . 13 85 
There 


(9 1] 


There was a change wrought i in them; 
they were delivered from the power of dark 
neſs, and tranſlated into the kingdom of 
Chriſt, in whom they had redemption thro” 
on blood; even the forgiveneſs of - fins;..; 

And this a 2 . to be the baptiſm 

intended in the command g given to the diſci- 
3 They were to wait at . until 
they received power from the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in that power they were to go forth, in 

order to convert the nations into the CON” 
ian faith, or to bring them to be diſe 
or followers of Cheri, by rü gs 
_— the divine nature. . 
But! (ſays A. Pirie): a the Chriſtian 
40 baptiſm. is wholly in the hand of. Jeſus 
7-6 Ckrid. The baptiſm of the i 8 
* be conferred by no man:; 
I allow, that no man can, by any power 
; of ability of his own, confer the baptiſm of 
the Spirit; but the apoſtles were command- 
ed to wait until they. received power from 
the Holy Ghoſt, before they went forth to 
diſcharge their commiſſion, and it was hy 
this power that they were enabled to baptize 
with the Chriſtian baptiſm, that is, with the 
- baptiſm. of the Spirikes For verily, Chriſt 
accompanied them in their miniſtry by his 
pit, agreeably. t to the Penne which be : 


Page 39. 


OY . annexed 


N 


ee to the command, in cheſs watts, 
And 10,“ ſays he I am with you alway, 
cen unto the end of the world.“. 


And therefore, it is Chriſt who con- | 


fers the baptiſm of the Spirit; but he 


'fometimes- confers it through the medium 


| 725 his ſervants 
Trent forth in 
he alſo confers it immediatel 


— hath qualified, and 


y by his Spirit, 


i che ſincere waiting foul, wathodt the in- 


2 frutnentality of Bis erwan t? 540 
1 * 66 the a les, fays he; niidoubt- 


ee haptired with water, is as eyident as any 
© tecorded in fcripture:” And ſo cori- 
fident is he in this hy WER that he ſays, 
e to ſpend time in proving this Pons would 
egg argue conſummate foll p. 
It may be obſerved, in the firſt 


5 doth not r that Chriſt baptized any 
- "with water, for the holy ſeriptutes declare, 
1 Jeſus himſelf” baptized not, but his diſei- 


s ples 5 and, confequenthy"it does not ap- 
pear that nne baptized any ef che twelve 
5 

f 5 5 Wich water, in order to initiate 
them into Chi If baptiſm wich 
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is work.  Howbeit, I believe 


*<©edly underftood the meaning of their : 
% Maſter's command, and that they always . 


* © = ͤ— 
Sa 


oſtles whom he had choſen, or the firſt. 


Water or deen a part 6 che baptiſm of 


"that © 


. 
— 
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Chit; and neceſſary to initiate» 406 his 
\churbh,(then-»oertaidly: Chriſt would Him- 
ſelf have bap ith water, and his apoſ- 
tles and firſt followers would have been 
; initiated by him: into the Chriſtian faith by _ 
wh iſm with) water; and a clear and . 


plicit account thereof would have bten left 
upon record for bur information; hut a8 ⁰ 


ſuck account is handed down tous in this © | 


ſucred records, we may, thence rationally 
and ſafely ee. that baptiſm with wa- 
ter was no part of Chriſt's miniſtration, 
neither was it neceſſary to ini tiate any ino 
the Chriſtian church. In 1325) 4 0 
No granting that the diſciples: did ge- 
nerally baptize thoſe who! believed in 
Chrift, With the baptiſm of water, (but that 
they always did ſo, is more than the holy 
"REY . ſay) yet it does not from thende 
dw, that they did it by Chxiſt's 'com- 
| — that it was a part of his baptiſm : 
It is well known, that at the coming of 
Chriſt amongſt che Jews; and at the time of 
the friſt e e Chriſtianity amongſt 
_ the Gentiles by the apoſtles, a honed hls 
n was paid — obſervations, 
Ls external rue in religion, both 
D s and Bentiles. continued 
fri” ana we ko, beget . and 
prejudices once fixed in the mind, are with 
difficulty crazed, It is therefore no won- 
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8 if the ſrſt converts to Chriſtianity: both 
- amongſt the Jews and Gentiles, wiſhed; and 
perhaps expected, to have ſome external ſign 
to give evidence to their converſion; ſeeing 
it was by For ſigns, that they had before 
been accuſtomed to teſtify or make known 
their different profeſſions of worſhip. © For, 
although their hearts might be reached unto 
by the power which attended the teſtimony 
of the apoſtles, and their judgments might 
be convinced of the truth of their — 
ſo that they believed in it; yet we are not 
_ thence to ſuppoſe, that they ſaw all at 
perfectly into the nature of the goſpel 
dip nation; but like the blind man, who 
firſt ſaw men only as trees walking, when 
bis eyes were touched by'Jeſus, they at firſt 
-faw only in part, or imperfectly, according 
to their weak or child-like tate: | thus the 
e ſays, * when I was a child, I ſpake 
4 2s à child, I underſtood: as a child; I 
thought as a child. 
There is a growth, or gradual inci in 
| religious and ſpiritual knowledge as well as 
in outward and natural knowledge. When 
reaſon firſt begins to dawn or appear in the 
infant mind, the ideas are very imperfect ; 
but with age and experience theſe ideas are 
| 1 e improved and enlarged, until the 


5 2 x Cor, xiii, 7. 


al 
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knowledge of a man is attained unto: juſt 
in the ſame; manner. it is in tie 10 
ſpiritual ſenſe. - «.þ 4 7 5 
The firſt a f 1 in man, is 1 N 
ceaſe to do evil, and the firſt religious 
knowledge we receive, is the knowledge of 
what is evil. This is communicated to us 
by the manifeſtation of the Spirit or Grace 
of God within us, by reproving us for it; 
that is, by ſhewing us, or making us ſenſi, 
ble, that ſomething we have acted or done is 
wrong, and begetting a ſecret compunction 
or uneaſineſs in our minds for it. | 
Now this Spirit or Grace of God, of 
which ? ff a-manifeſtation is given to every 
man to profit withal, is the ground and 
foundation of all true religious knowledge; 
for the holy ſeriptures declare, that 
„ „hich may ” kaeun of God, is mani» 
«6, feſt in men. 7 4 8 | 
This divine grace is. alſo called, * < the 
or light, which enlighteneth every man that 
«© cometh into the world, and as obedience 
is yielded to its firſt; ſmall diſcoyeries, by 
abſtaining from what it reproves for and 
manifeſts to be evil, it gradually makes 
great diſcoveries, and thereby thoſe who at- 
dend to it obedient by following: its dictates 


7 1 1 xi. 7. C Rom, i. 19. C John. „ ; 
. witneſs 


tw, . 


Fray a growing up gradually cc in the 
ec unity of the faith, and of the 2 = 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man.“ 
Thus we may become living members in 
the body or church of Chriſt, and experience 
the pure unity and fellowſhip with Chriſt 
the head, and one with another, to the edi- | 
fication of the body in love. 

But this is a great and gradual wotk, ad 
only to be effected by a courſe of obedience; 
wherein we put off concerning the for- 
„ mer converſation, the old man, which is 
e corrupt according to the deceitful luſts, 
* and are renewed in the ſpirit of our 
© minds, and put on the new man, which 
« after God, is ercated in [OAT and 


I { true holineſs.” 


Now ſome may perhaps query, if this 
divine grace or principle of light be given 
to every man, why then doth not every 
man receive that true knowled, ge, which it 
communicates? I anſwer that every man 
may receive it, if the fault be not his own. 
But many are not willing to receive it in _ 
way of its appearance; for it appears as 
er, and they are not willing to abſtain 
from that for which they are reproved, they 
| Yo not chooſe to part with things which 
are. aan: to their inclination andi in 9 a 


* rer iv. 135 16. 8 Epbel. Iv. 22, 24. 
gb, | they 
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they take a pleaſure; that is, they are not 
willing to take up the croſs of Chriſt and 
follow him. In this ſtate, they rather avoid 
than ſeek for the diſcoveries of the divine 
light; hence darkneſs comes over their un- 
derſtandings, and they loſe the power of 4 
proper diſcernment; and, though the light 
may ſhine in darkneſs, yet the darkneſs com- 
prehendeth it not. And therefore our Lord 
faith, This is the condemnation, that 
© light is come into the world, and men 
% loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
„ their deeds were evil; for every one that 
* qoth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh 
* to the light, left his deeds ſhould be re- 
ds. 4.» at A Bet 3Þ anti 2en 
ö But to return to the ſubject of water- 
baptiſm; I fay, granting that the diſci- 
ples did generally baptize thoſe who be- 
lived in Chriſt, with the baptiſm of wa- 
ter, yet it does not from thence follow, 
that they did it by Chriſt's command, 
or that it was a part of Chriſt's baptiſm. - 
* Paul circumciſed Timothy, and' yet he 
declares to the Galatians, * that if they 
% be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit them 
% nothing, for in Chriſt Jeſus neither cir- 
„ cumcifion availeth any thing, nor un- 
«© circumcifion, but a new creature.” He 


Ichn lil. 19, 20. · Acts i. 3. f Gal. v. 2 i. 15. 
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only circumciſed on account of the weakneſs 


of the Jews, who had not yet ſeen clearly 

the ſpiritual nature of the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion, which aboliſhed the circumcifion 
commanded under the law, to which they 


had been accuſtomed. He circumciſed, but 


he did it not by Chriſt's command. In like 
manner alſo, he baptized Criſpus and 


Gaius and the houſhold of Stephanas with 
water · baptiſm, but he did not thus baptiag. 


by Chriſt's command; for he poſitively de- 
clares, Chriſt ſent him not to baptize, 
but to preach: the goſpel. Why then did 
he baptize? He did it out of condeſcen- 
fion to the weak ſtate of the people, who 


were not yet perfectly redeemed from the 
external ceremonies to which they had 


formerly been accuſtomed, and who: being 
not yet rightly acquainted with the ſpirit- 
uality of the Chriſtian religion, thought 


ſome external. mode of initiation into the' 


profeſſion of the Chriſtian name neceſlary. 
And that the apoſtle thus condeſcended, 
we find from his own words. To the 
% weak” (ſays he) became J as weak, that 


* 


— 
- 


« ] might gain the weak: I am made all 


40 things to all men, that I might by all 
„% means fave ſome.” And we find that 


ſuch condeſcenſion was the general practice 


61 Cor. i. 14, 16. 1 Cor, i. 17. i x Cor. ix, 22. 
: of 


* 
[ ; 


of the apoſtles; for when Paul was at Jeru- 


ſalem, and went in unto James, and all the 


elders were preſent, * they ſaid unto him, 


thou ſeeſt, brother, how many thouſands 


of Jews there are, who believe, and they 


are all zealous of the law, and they are 
informed of thee, that thou teacheſt all 


the Jews, who are among the Gentiles, 


*« to forſake Moſes, ſaying, that they ought 
«© not to circumciſe their children, a 


« to walk after the cuſtoms. Do therefore 


„ this that we ſay to thee; we have four 
© men, who have a vow on them; them 
*« take and purify<thyſelf with them and be 
at charges with them, that they may ſhave 


«* their heads: and all may know that thoſe 
«« things whereof they were informed con- 


« cerning thee ate nothing, but that thou 


* thyſelf walkeſt orderly and keepeſt the 
% law.” Here we plainly ſee, that the 
Jewiſh converts, though they believed in 
Chriſt, yet they were ſtrongly attached to 


the ordinances and cuſtoms of the law of 5 


Moſes, and that the apoſtles unitedly re- 


commended the obſervation of the ordinan- 
ces of the law; but this was not done be- 


cauſe Chriſt had commanded it, or becauſe 
it was in itſelf neceſſary, but entirely in 
condeſcenſion to the preſent weak ſtate of 


* Acts xxi, 200-24 


the 


. 
* 


— 


* 
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Rate of the peop 
it was a 
diſciples or apoſtles did baptiae with water 


t 4 8 . 
the Jewiſh -ecnverts, Ew hand! believed: in 


beinen iS bogs ere 
nd mb al the hag which are 

recorded in the holy fcriptures, where the 

apoſtles. or diſciples of Chriſt, baptized with | 


in like manner did it not of ne- 


water, they i 


ceſſity as by Chriſt's command, but only by 


iſſion, in condeſcenſion to the preſent 
le, It is no where ſaid, that 
part of Chriſt's baptiſm, or that the 


by Chrift's- command. Beſides, if water- 


bdaptiſm had been a part of the baptiſm of 
. Chtift, which his diſciples or apoſtles were 
to adminiſter to the people, as a neceſſary 
Initiation into the Chriſtian religion, then 
Paul, the great apoſtle to the Gentiles, who 
hichſelf fo poſeth, that he was not a 
„ whit behind the very chiefeſt apoſtles,” 
would certainly have been ſent to adminiſter 
it, but he declares he was not; where fore ve 
have good ſtle's 


ground to ſay from the 8 

declaration, that baptiſm with water was no 

ee o commiſſion 121 
Again, A. Pirie ſays, Bapti im (hat 


4 15 with water} **/ ſtands in Me ar place in 
se the new ſtate of the church, that circum- 
1 cifion filled in the old. Botit are rel ions 


* * a both intended as ſo 


nn 
. "a Gon 5:96 Poge 6. | 
JF Og a initia- 


1 
K 


"1. 


1 injciations indi the church of the living 
God. In this light the apoſtles unqet- 
* ſtood baptiſm. And in order to prove 
this, he ſa 3 Paul calls it (that is water 
baptiſm) the ocircumeiſion of Chriſt, and 
5 this paſſage from his epiſtle to the 
Coloans, 478 whom alſo” * (ſays hs). 
*© ye ate eireumeiſed, by the eircumcifion 
* of Chriſt, buried wins him in baptiſm.” 
But T cannot (ee, by what kind of argument 
he can draw a conelufion from this place, 
that Paul called water - baptiſm, the eircum— 
cifion of | Chriſt; I think it N. = 
that he ſays no ſuch thing: - ' 
ſays, * * beware, leſt any ary 
«+ through philoſophy and vain 5 after 
„ the tradition of men; after the rudiments of 


WI. - 
von 


” the world, and not after Chriſt. In whom 


<c ye are circumciſed with the circumciſion 
made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the ſins of the fleſh, by the cincum- 
„ cifion of Chriſt: buried with him in bap- 
„ tiff, wherein alſo ye are riſen with him, 
< through the faith of the operation of God, 


% who hath raiſed him from the dead. 


The cireumeiſion here mentioned; is er- 
reſvly ſaid to be made without hands, (that 


5455 and confiſts in putting off the | 


of the fins of the . This circum- 


SO1th Oelen ii, 8, 11, 12. : | 
Pa! ey. ciſion 


9 


- 


[ | . 


eilen inen, cannot be baptiſm with water, for 
oo. ith water is made with hands, and is 
unahle to deſtroy. or put off the body of the 
lins of the fleſh; and this A, Pirie himſelf 
lacknowledges, as he calls bee circumciſion, 
the circumciſion of the heart or ſpirit, and 
the thing ſignified by baptiſm, with wa- 
ter. The — ae ee which he 
comes to, from his argument on this paſ- 
ſage, is very different from the aſſertion 
vhichãt was produced to prove. He aſſerts 
that Paul calls water-baptiſm, the circum» | 
ciſion of Chriſt; but the concluſion he 
makes, is, that water<baptiſm is an exter- 
nal ſign of the circumciſion of the heart, 
in the ſame manner as circumciſion in the 
fleſh was. Thus he makes water-baptiſm 
even from his own concluſions) to be not 
the circumciſion ob, he but only an 
external ſign of it. 140 | 
But there is no nation hag af +5 "RO 
baptiſm, by the apoſtle, in this place; the 
baptiſm mentioned here, wherein the Co- 
loſſians were buried with Chriſt, and tiſen 
with him through faith, is evidently the 
n of Chriſt with the ſpirit. 3 8 8 5 
The apoſtle is labouring with them, to 
bring them from their attention to, and 


BG =: 14. kak T7 4 
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2/2 »reliance 


„ 
reliance upbn external ebase, and 
therefore queries with them, „ if ye be 


dead with Chriſt from che rudimeftybf 
the world, why, as though living in the 


**: world; are ye ſubject to ordinances, (touch 


1% not; taſte noty Handle not, which alk are 


t to periſh: with the uſing) after the eom- 

= * mandments and doctrines of men?ꝰ 1 
Now baptiſm with water is an external 

obſervation ot ordinance as well as eireuma 


cifion: in the fleſhy and can therefore only 
ſerve as a ſign r figure, like circumeifion; 
until the ſubſtance or thing ſignified is come; 
(fore it is not the ſubſtance or thing ſignified 


itſelf; but ſeeing Chriſt the ſubſtance is come 


and all the figurative or ſymbolical ordinan- 
ces and obſervations' which went before are 
fulfilled in him, 1 figns or figures 
neceſſarily vanith.- : inc Mf 


But A. Pirie ſays,” * «if chere be any force 


in this argument, it will equally conclude 


4 er gr circumeifion in che ieh, as againſt 
baptiſm in the fleſh.” Granted; and 
what then ? The Quikery themſelves, ſays 
he, allow, that the carnal circumciſion 


2 u a divine appointment under the law; 3 
yet the prophets told the Jews, that this 


availed them ders 5 N the eireum- 


© cifion of the heart.. ne 


2 Coloſſ. ii. 20.—22. 3 78. 


SUD D'S That 
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T 
That the la of Moſes could not make 
the abſervers thereof perfect as pertaining to 
the conſcience, I willingly: admit, as I have 
before obferved,: becauſe it conſiſted only in 5 
. external rites and carnal ordinances; and 

thence aroſe the neceſſity of a more perfect 
and effectual diſpenſation „Which 1 contend 
is now come: yet I do not find that the pro- 
phets ſay (as he here aſſerts) that the out ward 
circumciſion in the fleſhavailed thoſe nothing 
1 = 50 ee 0 bende diſ- 
Might forfeit the benefit derived from it by 


their diſobedience and tranſgreſſion. That 


is more than I dare ta ſay. But that circum- 
ciſion in the fleſh: ayaileth nothing now un- 
der the goſpel, according to the apoſtle's teſ- 
timony, I fixmly- believe. How ſtupid 
is it then, continues he, to conclude that 
< circumciſion of the fleſh was a di vine ordi- 
* nance, while baptizing the fleſſi is not ſo 
I anſwer, that I may retaliate upon him with 
equal. propriety in the ſame harſh kind of 
laggnage, and ſay, He allows that baptiſm 
with water was a divine appointment, how 
ſtupid is it then in him, to conclude that 
baptiſm with water was a divine ordinance, 
whilſt eircumciſion in the fleſh is not ſo! 


9 


But this is no argument. 


—_ 
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Tbe truth of the matter ia that circum. = 
cifion. in 'the: fleſh was a divine ordinance, 
which was commanded-to be obſerved under 


the diſpenſation of the law; and that the - 


baptiſm with) water was a divine ordinance, 
Which John the 
miniſter, in order to prepare the way for the 


coming of Chriſt, and the diſpenſation f 


the goſpel, which came by him. 
But now Chriſt is come, and the glorious 
difpenſation of the goſpel has taken plate; 
under which his diſciples and followers 
witneſs, by his ſpirit in them, the body 


of the ſius of the fleſn to he put off, which | 


before was typified by-the.circumoiſion:im 
the fleſh; and alſo the anſwer: of a good 
conſcience towards G obtained by 


the reſurrection of - Jeſus! Chriſt, Which 


Was in like manner alſo ty pified by the "62% 


tiſm with water. Thus the diſpenſations 55 
baptiſt being ended 


of Moſes and of John the 
in Chriſt, all the outward and figuratiue ur- 
dinances and obſervations uſed therein, a8 
pointing unto the pool things which were 


to come, were no longer naceſfary, but came 
to an end, being fully adcompliſhed and ful - 


filled under the difpenfation of the guſpel. 


Hle ſays, Sophiſtry and falferreafoning 
* (on this point) have miſled the Quaker 


* Page 9. 7 


! 


iſt was ſent to ad 


D 3 TY 


— „ 


S ſtile?“ I: anſwel Docthe Quakers 
de eny it? There was an out ward Ccircums - 
- cifion in the fleſh; and there! is àn inward 
cCircumciſion in the heart: There was an 


141 


bus well * others; but Lind fay that this 


charge remains yet to be pro ; for no- 
thing which he has advanced authorizes 


4 Bd him to fix it upon them © Oi , 4 oH4 4 


2 Do not (ſays he) tlie ſcrip 
*fpeak of circumciſion and baptiſm in babe 


outward baptiſm With water and there is 


an inward baptiſm with tlie Spifit. The 


outward circumciſion in the fleſh was a di- 


vine ordinance, and was figurative of the in- 


Ward circumciſion of the heart; but the in- 
ward circumciſion of the heart is now come, 
and therefore, the dutward circumeiſion in 


tb fleſh is ceaſed, becauſe it has finiſhed its 


figurative offiec. In like manner, the out- 
ward baptilm with water was a divine or- 


| Adinance, and was figurative of the inward” 


baptiſm of the Spirits but the inward! bap- 


tiſm with the Spirit ĩs now come, and there- 


Fore the outwart} baptiſm with water is 


ceaſed, becauſe it has likewiſe finiſhed its 


figurative office. What ſophiſtry or falſe 


reaſoning is there in this mode of argument? 


Theſe cancluſions neceſſarily follow from his 


own: S O eee and 


7 Egge 78, „ 07-6 


8 e Ul therefore 


T8 


Able tere T'thiak; ir the will be candid. he 
may ſee, that ſophiſtry and falſe reaſoning 


may more juſtly be charged upon himſelf t for 


lie has placed out ward — and out- 


Ward baptiſm, both in the ſame point of 
view, as figures or ſigns of an inwardsgir- 


Wüneifton and an inward baptiſm; and con. 


baptiſm ü wbt when the inward! Büp- 


tiſm is comes as well as the outward dir- 


cumciſion when the inward circumciſion 
is come. But when he comes to make a con- 

cluſion, he- totally drops "the analogy, and 
{contends that outward circumciſion ceaſes, 


but that outward baptiſm is to remain; and 

ſo, but that outward baptiſm is 
fubRituted in the place of outward i cireum- 
ciſion. Now: _—_ juſt or found ons 


not o 


is there in this? 1997 217 Dun mitiend 3 - 


If outward baptiſm with water had beeh | 


appointed by Chriſt, under the goſpel Uif- 


3 in the place of outward: circum . 


cifion' under the law, we-ſhould' certain 
800 had ſome 


or his apollles ever ſaid any ſuch thing. 


neither do any of the paſſages wich the 


quotes in ſupport of his opinion, deblark 


that any ſuch. ſubſtitution was made. It is 


only ſupported by his own aſſertion. 


D 4 e e | ain. 
Ant | 8? ? 


| ſecqquently/ bya Riehen eastern | 


expreſs account of it left upon 
record; but I do not find that either Christ 
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A in order to confictn. hie opinion 
be 1 hence the apoſtles found bap- 
n tiſm and circumeiſion on the ſame pro- 
£1 miſe. Be you eircumciſed, ſaid 654.55 | 
Abraham, becauſe the. covenant. or pro- 
_ +:1miſe"is to eu and your ſeed” after you, 
in their generations, for an everlaſting 
N In the fame phraſeology — , 
Peter on the day of Pentecoſt. Be bap- 
* tized, for the promiſe is to you and to 
4 pour children. Hence (continues he) 
„Faul ſays that Abraham teceived the ſign 
*:of circumciſion; a ſeal of the 3 | 
_ © neſs of the faith. It was an external ſigg 
*-of his faith in the promiſe of that ſeed, 
in whom he and all the ſeed of Iſrael 


4 ſhould be the ri ighteouſneſs of God. 


guch is the n in the faith of which 


* Abraham and his ſeed were (circumciſed, - | 


#-and ſich is the promiſe, in the faith of 
*:/which we are baptized. Hence the bleſ- 
. ding or iſe, which we receive in 
„ Chriſt is called the bleſſing of Abraham, 
910 ſhew that eircumeiſon oo beptiſm | 
Hand upon the ſame promiſe,” 
en I am far from wiſhing to make 
paffages in the placed hoy alladed to; are. 


auch mutilated and 1 _ Wim * 
5 12 * 79 80. | | 


ſuit 


1 


ſuit the purpoſe, which he intended they 


ſhouſd Ee the concluſion he = 


| a y no means deducible 9 them 


id an ſound argument. ; 
Let us therefore ſee what is Kid « on | theſe 


ſubjects i in che expreſs, language 5 the mol 


| ſcriptures: 935 | 
When hs Lord had a 0 8 
get out of his country, and from his kin- 


> <7 % a> > 


rms and Sram * ara s houſ "ako vice 75 7 pro- 


«ya 


66 — and le 3 — that curſeth "Mi LE, 
t and; in thee ſhall all the families of the 


“ earth be bleſſed. And when Abraham 


had offered up his ſon Iſaac in obedience to 


496 divine command, the Lord faith, * „by 
„ myſelf have I ſworn, ; becauſe. thou h 
Ml 7 this thing, and haſt not withh 
thy ſon, thine only ſon, that in want 
J will bleſs thee,. and in multiplying 


„ will multiply thy ſeed as the ſtars of the 


et heaven, — 2 the ſand which is upon 
ee the ſca-ſhore; and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs 
* the gate of his, enemies; and in thy ſeed 


10 hall all the nations of the earth be bleſ- | 


1 feds becauſe thou haſt obeyed my voice. 
# . 3. * Genel, wi, 16.—ub. 


And 


| 
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| 

$ 
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8 46 
and to thy ſeed after thee, And this is 
. my covenant, which 'Ve mall keep be- 
% tween me and you, and thy ſeed after 


my Spirit upon all fleſh; an 


+ 
+. 


9 . 


And the Covenant ia God made with 
Abraham is deſcribed thus, „ 1“ (faith 
the Lord) „ Will eſtabliſm my dovenant be- 


«<< tween, me and thee,” and thy ſeed" after 
7 '« thee; in their generations, For an ever- 


— 5 


"laſting cobenant; to be à God unte thee, 


% thee; every man-child among you-Thall | 
% be circumeiſed. And ye ſhall citcum - 


e eiſe the fleſh of your foreſſein, and it mall 


d be 2 token of the covenaht betwixt me 


5 and you: And the uncirèumciſed man- 
% child, whoſe fleſh of his foreſkin is not 
% circumciſed, that ſoul ſhall be cut off 
from his people; he hath broken my co. 
« denne 1.0! een beck 


Thus is the promiſe, lich God made 
10 Abraham, and the covenant which he 
eſtabliſhed with him, deſcribed in the kan 


3 Poage « of the holy ſcriptures. 


gain, when Peter on the day of pentecoſt 

bad declared unto the Jews, and thoſe that 
"dwelt at Jeruſalem, that the days were 
come, which were promiſed by the prophet, 

in which (faith God) * <* I weil 2 out of 
your ſons 

«and oe daughters ſhall W. and 


Y 


+ Genel, xvii, 75 10, r1, 14. 9 AQs 3 li. 7 39 5 
| zh your 


1 


cigund young mas, All Let eise 444 
bf ** your old men ſhall: dream dreams: and on 
„my ſervants, and on my handmaidens 1 


% will pour out of m ny Siri ad they thall 


bk pede : adde that" eſus of Nazareth, 


whom "hehnchaſi 2 and by wicked 


hands crucified and flain, was the Chriſt, 
which God ptomiſed Dayid to raiſe up 


of the fruit of his loins, according to tile 


fleſhug and that he being raiſed up, and by 
the right hand of God exalted, and having 


received of the Father the promiſe of the 


— Ghoſt; had ſhed forth that which 
they ſaw and heard. I ſay, When he 
declared this, as we have it recorded, 


48h they were pricked i in-their hearts; and aid 5 


* unto Peter and to the reſt of the a poſtles, 


Men and brethren,” what ſhall dos | 


Then Peter ſaid unto them, Ache and be 


e baptized every one of you in the name 


«© of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins, 
e and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 


* Ghoſt; fot the promiſe is unto you," and 


6e to your children, and to all that ate afar 


„ off, even as many as the Lord our God | 
„ ſhall call. 70 1 i 


Thus it is plainly ſet forth, that the eir- 


inne of the fleſh, which Abraham and 
his ſeed after him in their generations 


were commanded to obſerve, was a toledo 
Nona covenant (or of a mare and intereſt in | 


A 
1 
2 
| 
1 
1 
1 


„„ 
the wo which God had made with 
him, to be with him and with his ſeed after 


bim, and to bleſs them; and that their 
non-obfervance thereof, was a breach of 


this covenant, whereby they forfeited; all 
right and intereſt therein, and for which 
they were to be cut off from their people. 
Now where do the holy ſeriptures teſtify 
khat baptiſm with water, under the diſpen- 
ſation 1 the goſpel, was founded upon the 
promiſe of this covenaut? For my part, I 
can find no ſuch teſtimony in them; for ſo 
far are they from teſtifying this, that they 
no where teſtify that Chriſt commanded to 

baptize with water at all; and I have before 
 ſhewn, that the diſciples, when they bap- 
tied with water, never ſaid that they did it 

by Cheiſt's/ commend; but it appears that 

they did it in enen. to the, eek 

3 ſtate of the people | 


Demonic, nor yet bade dee „ 
ſpiritual nature of the goſpel ſation, 
in the ſame manner as they 8 "re to 
outward circumciſion, and other invent 
of the law. 

For if any plead that wator-ba ptiim is 
mecellary. becauſe it was praiſed. by the 
and firſt believers, it may with 
equal propriety and force be pleaded, that 
ou n. W e and other . 

O 


of the law are neceſſary alſo; for they 


Jews after they had believed, 
AZcalous of the law; but it is evidewt and 


generally allowed, that theſe are not noc 


neceſſary, being diſannulled by the coming 


and the one offering of Chrift, and were 
only uſed in condeſcenſion to the weak ſtate 
of the Jewiſh converts; and therefore, the 


neceſſity of baptiſm with water cannot be 


juſtly pleaded: FINE the mere Pede of 
the apoſtles. 


And in the as now user conflerttions 
nothing is ſaid that ſhews baptiſm with wa⸗ 


ter to have been commanded by Chriſt, or 
that it is founded, under the diſpenſation of 


the goſpel, on the promiſe of the covenant, 


which God made with Abraham, 00 


Peter ſays, ** repent and be baptized every 
«© one of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
for the remiffion of fins, and ye ſhall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.” © _ 
It is clear from what I haye before re- 


cited, that the Jews were convinced, by 


Peter's 
whom 
that they had been guilty of a g 
wrong in crucifying him. He therefore calls 
them to repentance for their ſins, and to an 

acknowledgment of their belief, that Jeſus 


ching, that the fame 


whom they had 2 was Chriſt, that 


e 


were practiſed by the apoſtles and primi- ; 
tive believers: and indeed many of tlie 


were fil : 


ey had crucified was Christ, and 
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thay might thereby Wwitneſs-the reahiGGhn of 
their ſins; and he calls; them who were yet 
| weak and ſtrangers to the ſpirituality of the 
goſpel diſpenſation, to teſtify this acknow- 
ledgment of their belief, = ſubmitting. to 

the baptiſm with water in his name; not that 
it was of necaſſity or divine command, but 
out of condeſcenſion to their weak ſtate, 
ſeeing they had been accuſtomed to, and had 
their expectation and dependance upon, ex- 
ternal obſervations, and could not bear to be 
drawn off all at once from them, as we find 
evidently to have been the caſe a conſidera- 
ble time afterwards; for When Paul went 
up to jeruſalem as before mentioned, there 
were many thouſands of Jews who believed, 
and yet they were all zealous of the law. 

When this was done, he tells them, ye 
mall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; 
for the promiſe is unto you, and to your 
children and to all that are afar off, even 

as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. 

This promiſe was that, which he had =Y 
fore-particularly ſpecified, even. that, which 
the Lord had made. by the mouth of the 
prophet Joel to the — of Iſrael, the 
Jews, ſaying, I will pour out my Spirit 
; £20908, all fleth, and your ſons and your! | 
« eee n ee eee a man 8 
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„shall dream dreams, and your young men 
„hall ſee viſions: and. alſo, upon the ſer- 
„ vants and upon the handmaids in thoſe 
des will 1 pour. out my Spicit; and 
this promiſe he teſtifies was then ful filled. 
This promiſe was therefore made to them, 
as being ſprung from the ſtock to Which it | 
was immediately made; through the;mouth . _ 


1 

« 

- 

P 
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all that are afar, off, eyen as many as the 


ſins, and ye. ſhall, receive the gift ofthe 
Holy Ghoſt. It is therefore repentance 
and remiſſion of ſins through Chtiſt, that 
render meet to receive the promiſe, the gift 


of the Holy Ghoſt. Thus, the ſame apoſtle 
200 | 1 b ays, 


* 


8 Ae! 
A. 0 wy ben ye, and be coibiehnel; that 

«your fins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreſhing ſhall come from the 


«© preſence of the Lord. And he ſhall ſend 


6 11 poop tier before was eee re 
| = 1 


ee e a repentance for fins, and 


| converſion to a faith in Chriſt, whereby 


theſe ſins come to be remitted or blotted 
out, that the apoſtle calls the Jews unto, in 


bdioth theſe places, notwithſtandin his uſe 
| di the baptiſm with water in condeſcenſion 


to their weaknefs; for it is not by a baptiz- 


8 ing or ſprinkling with water (which only 
dcileanſeth the outſide, but cannot affect tile 
heart) that remiſſion of fins can be obtain- 


ed; but by faith, which worketh by love, 


unto the purification of the heart. 


Here is not therefore any declatation or 


even implication, that baptiſm with wa- 


ter was commanded by CHAR of that-it'is 


8 neceffary unto ſalvation; nefther that it was 


ſubſtituted, under the goſpel difpenfation, in 


the place of outward circumciſion under the 


jw, and founded upon the ſame promiſe. 
Again, if baptiſm with water had been 
fabſtituted in the place of circumcifion, it 


” would certainly have' been mentioned, when 
che aa aroſe betwixt Paul and Barnabas; | 


f , 
Ads M. ww „Om. Fon 5 


and the ap 
but there is not a, Hog word ſaid of any 


ſuch ſubſtitution, or o any ee ſo 


2 Ne 6 with water. 1 


"Y 
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Theſe Jewiſh, converts "had pu : 
©, * except 23 be circumciſed after the 


e manner 0 Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. 
To. determine this queſtion, Paul and 


Barnabas with certain other of them, 
went up to Jeruſalem, and when the 2 


apoſtles and elders had come.. together, 


and: there had. been much diſputing: upon 


it, Peter roſe up and ſaid unto them, Men 
and brethren; ye know how that a good 
« while ago, God made choice among us, 


about circumeiſionz oy 


<<. that: the, Gentiles by my mouth, ſhould 3 


« hear the word of the goſpel and believe. 
And God, who 2 — hearts, bare 


4. them witneſs, giving them the 2 HOP 5 
45 Ghoſt, even as he die unto us: A and put | 


no difference between us and them, 1 5 
„ rifyiog., their hearts by faith. Now 
«c therefore, why tempt ye God to put a 
„ yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, 


„ which neither our fathers nor we were 


„ able to bear? But we believe, that-thro' 
«+ the grace of the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, ye 


155 ſhall be be ſaved, even as they.” He does 
not ſay, that baptiſin 3 water was ſub⸗ 


2 
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: 0 m che plac 
that "thence they had the ſame right to the 


5 and unp 115 ſudice 


ace FLA Ecüeiob, TY 


age ad of Halvation, which the Jews had 
ircumciſion under the law; which he 
undoubtedly would have done ch this OCca- 


fon, if that had been the caſe: but he ſays, a 


ne believe that through the grace of our 
„Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhalt be faved.” 
Now, I alſo, yerily believe, that it is by the 
inch or Spirit of God, o erating upon the 
-clearifing and at! lol it from fin, 


_ which is & ſame thing, by the bap- 


tin with the Holy Ghoſt, and by ” his only, 
thatwe, or any: of. us ſhall be ed, if 9 


| tneſs falvation. 
1 


ave nqw, 1 ink Ag all P13 


chief arguments, Which A. Piric has ad- 


vanced in ſupport of baptiſm. or ſprinkling | 


with water, as an inſtitution in the Chriſtian 


church; and this I truſt T have done with 
fliicerity, andimpartiality, having only in 


Viet the eſtabliſhment of the tru; and 1 


d not find that any of them prove that bap- 
eift ot ſprinkling. "With water was ever ap- 
poured or commanded to, be ufed by Chriſt 

church, or as an initiation into his 


; church, under the diſpenſation of the goſpel, 


r to every honeſt-hearted 
perſon, who fhall N 
what I |S ſaid in anſwer thereto. But as 
A. Haie contends much for the adminiſtra- 
| tion 


as I hope will PRA 
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858 AG; * the parablevft the ten virgins, 
a, Bye fooliſh virgins were called by the 
Name ; but * they came and faid, 
, Lord, Lord, open Jo us, he anſwered 


* and ſaid, Verity ſay unto you, I know 
5 ou not.” Here we ſee, chat a name 
=. a nothing e eee eee 
l ſays) is truly bap- | 
oY. * 4e. while this inſtitution (that is of 
1 bax tiſm with water) has only reached his 
= .* © Het, The Heart 1 is the proper ſubject o of 
* baptiſm. 3 
2 No this is in fact giving up the efficacy _ 
or uſe of baptiſm with water all at once; 
for] it is evident, that the water, with which 
any perſon is baptized or ſprinkled, is only 
applied to the body or the fleſh, and never 
Lan reach any further; and therefore accord- 
to his own aſſertion, no man is truly 
"baptized, who 1s only baptized with water, 
In another place (he 4255 ends to apply 
water to the body is in every man's pow- 
er; but to 5 the ſpirit'of man with- 
TT "in him, is the province of Chriſt, and is 
«wholly in his ds; and that the bap- 
a, em of the Spirit can be conferred by no 
„ man. And alſo, he ſays, Water. 
baßtifm is no infallible ſign of the pre- 
ſence of the divine Spirit, nor was ever 
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| 
F 
| 


Y 'Þ ba XXV. II, 12. Page 8. 3 1 39. Page 45. 
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I % ] EE. 
„ intendes te be lo An: water - bap- 


tiſm is the external ſign of introduction 


into the viſible Chriſtian church.“ Thus 
therefore, it is plain, he allows, that bap- 
tiſm with water and baptiſm with the Spirit 
are quite diſtinct; the one performed by 
man and in the power of any man to ad- 
miniſter, the other conferred by Chriſt and 
0 the power of no man to'give.- 


Now, he acknowledges, * -* the Spirit 


„ 


the inward parts conſtitutes a Chriſtian. 
This I alſo believe and willingly agree to. 
| Wherein then conſiſteth the advantage of 
the baptiſm with water, and the adminiſtra- 
tion of it by man? It cannot produce theſe 
effects, it cannot purify the heart, it can- 
not make a true member of the church of 
Chriſt, it cannot make a true Chriſtian; for 
theſe are the effects of the baptiſm with the 
Spirit, which is ſolely in the hands of Chriſt 
and can be conferred by no man- according 
to his on words. It is only an external 


br a an introduction (as he terms ic) into 
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oi at a viſible 


of fire, that is the baptiſm of the Spirit, 
can only purify the internal part, and that 
all the true members of the church of 
Chriſt muſt be purified by the ſacred fire 
of heaven, the love of God ſhed abroad 
_ -© in the heart; and alſo, that truth in 
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Ae Chaim 3 hes is, it is no- 


thing more than an external ſign of a pro- 
feffion of Chriſtianity : but I have before 


_ ſhewn, that Chtiſt has declared, that a mere 
| profeſſion, a 


a mere name availeth nothing ; 
what then can a ſign of à profeflion avail ? 


For a ſigu of a profeſlion doth not even a- 
| mount tO a pr ; 


Baptiſm or ſprinkling with water, for 


hich A. Pirie pleads ſo much, appears 


therefore to have no really advantageous ef- 
ſect, even axcording to his own te 
Won of ... 8 
It now remains to inquire, what right or 
authority. thoſe: have to adminiſter baptiſm 
with water, who are at this time in the prac- 


tice of at; and from . or from whom 


* derive i „ | 
1 5 they a right or SR GA Flom God 


| 40 adminiſter baptiſm with water ? or have 


, they it from man? I believe it is entirely 
fſtom man, for which of them will dare to 
= that God has ſent or ordered them to 
(baptize with water? And what right or au- 
thority has man or any body of men to give 
— thus to baptize? I believe they 
have no ſuch right or authority. The holy 


: ſcriptures no where ſay, that any ſuch right 
fr 


is given to man, or any body 


of men. It is therefore clear to me, that 
it is ah from human in an aſſumed 
SOUL £ power, 


/ 


„„ 
power, that baptiſtd with water is now ad- - 


miniſtered; for Chriſt is the head of this 
church, and from him through the Spirie 
made manifeſt in the heart, his followers 
and ſervants now do, and ever will; receive 
their power and authority to act in hig ſor- 
vice; and if thoſe, who adminiſter baptiſin 
with water, have not received autherhe x 
from him thus te baptize, Which I be- 
Heve none of them will dare to ſay they ha 
all their authority is ſolely derived from tha 
15 eee of men, and therefore is of ug 
validity in the chureh of Chriſt. 
Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour ſeſus Chriſt 
* the holy High Prieſt and Read of che 
Chriſtian church, told his diſciples, during 
his manifeſtation in the fleſh amongſt them, 


that* without him they could do neching; 
and that they might not be left comifortleſs, 
when he was removed from them in his bo- 


Father would give them another Camforter; 
that would abide with them for ever, even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the Father,“ 
fays he, will ſend in my name: he all 
« teach you all things, and briag an thing 
to your remembrance, whatfoever I have - 
R Tt 55 08 10 2L1POT NINE 
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This promiſe the apoſtles, ROTO) to 


be verified in them, and though they had 


heard the doctrines of Chriſt and — 
commands from him outwardly, yet they 
were not to go forth and act in his ſervice in 
the ſtrength of what they had ſo heard and 


been commanded, but to wait for the pro- 
miſed Comforter, the Spirit of truth, to 
receive power from it, and when they had 


thus received power, they were qualified 
80 forth in the miniſtration of the 


5 of peace. And their ſpeech and 


their preaching were not in the enticing 
words of man's wiſdom; but in the demon- 

ſtration of the Spirit and of power, that the 
faith of the people ſhould. not ſtand in the 


| ' wiſdom of men, but in the power of God: 


for the kingdom of God is not in word but 


in power. And theſe teſtified that the grace 
(or Spirit) of God, which bringeth falyation, | 


hath appeared unto all men, teaching them, 
that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
they ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world: and that 
” whatſoever was to be known of God, was 


made manifeſt in man by his Spirit; for as 


man knoweth not the things of a man, but 


by the ſpirit of man 1 is in him; even ſo 
1 


„A5 i. 4, 8. or Cor. ii. 4, 5. 1 Cor. iv. 20. 
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no 


| FE. „ 
no man knoweth the things of God, but by” 
the Spirit of God. Theſe alſo declared, 
there are diverſities of gifts in the Church, 4 
but they are all by the anne Spirit, who di- 
videth unto every man ſeverally as he will : _ 
for as the body is one, and hath many mem | 
bers; and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body, ſo alſo is Chriſt. 
For by one Spirit, ſaid they, we are all 
<Q bilddces into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
«free; and have all been made to drink i into 
one Spirit.“ By this Spirit; ſome were 
appointed unto the publick work of the mi- 
niſtry, unto whom*a diſpenſation of the goſ- 
pel was given to preach, and woe was unto”. 
them if they preached not the goſpel. Theſe 
ſought not theirown * profit, but the profit of 
many, that they might be ſaved: And as God 
alone knoweth the ſecrets of men's hearts, 
and the condition they ſtand in before him, 
it is by his Spirit only, that the miniſters 
can receive their qualifications to ſpeak truly 
to the ſtates of the people; for the Spirit 
ſearcheth all things, yea the deep things of 
God; and by his Spirit are the things of 
God revealed unto them. They, re- 
nouneing the bidden things of diſhoneſty,” 


ic 4 11, 125 13. 1 Cor, in 16, 17. «x Cor. 
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word of God deceitfully, but, b 


SE 


8 not in ab nor handled a 
manifeſta | 
tion of the truth, commended ves to 
every man's conſcience in the ſight of God. 

They preached not themſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus: the Lord, and themſelves ſervants for 
Jeſas's fake; * for God, ſaid the apoſtle, who 
commanded the light to ſhine out of dark 


_ neſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the 


light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 
in the face (or appearance) of Jeſus Cbriſt. 
Theſe declared to the people, that they were 


the temple of the living God, ror kg dwelt 
in them by his 


Spirit; . that if any man 
had not the Spirig af keis he was none 


of his. 


Now, the diſpenſation of the: goſpel 5 
unchangeably the ſame. Without Chriſt, in 


his inward and ſpiritual appearance, we are 
all in darkneſs, and can do nothing that will 


render us acceptable unto God; br! it is * the 
Spirit that quitkeneth, on fleſh Profiteth | 
DARDINg 
May none reſt in a name or r profeſſion of 
religion, neither. truſt toexternal obſervations 


and the performances of men, as though 
the work of religion was thereby performed, 


wail they remain Qrangers to the power 


n iv. 6. <1: Cor. iii. 26. 2nd vi. 13. 
Kom. vil. 9 ron 63. 45. 3 
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1 

1 operative virtue of the Spirit of W 

in themſelves, which alone can cleanſe and 
purify. the heart from ſin and dead works; = 
and adminiſter unto us, at laſt, an admiſſion f 

into the kingdom of reſt and peaae. 

Let all therefore be intreated . pen 
ſuaded to draw nigh unto God, and he 77? 
draw nigh unto them, and ſeek to know the 
Spirit of truth in and for themſelves; for 

verily, * he that ſeeketh in fincerity alk 
find it, and it will be unto him that taketk 

heed thereunto, as a well of water, that 
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